
 

 
October 7, 2019 
 
 
Dear Bell Pensioners Group (BPG),  
 
Thank you for sharing your question and making pensions protection a crucial issue for 
this election campaign. Yes, the NDP is committed to passing legislation to strengthen 
our pension regime. 
 
Retirement should be a time of new opportunities and new experiences not worry and 
stress. We all want to retire with security and maintain our standard of living. And we 
want to live our retired years with dignity and comfort. But for more and more 
Canadians, the prospect of retirement is a cause for anxiety. As costs keep rising and 
wages don’t keep up, people are struggling to save for retirement during their working 
years. And many retirees, who paid to have a secure pension, have been let down by 
governments that protect investors, not pensioners, when big companies go bankrupt. 
Instead of strengthening support for Canadian workers and retirees, the Liberals have 
sided with rich corporations to undermine retirement benefits. 
 
New Democrats believe that every Canadian should be able to count on a dignified, 
secure retirement – and we’ll fight hard to protect the pensions that workers have 
earned. To that end, we will make sure that pensioners are at the front of the line when a 
company goes bankrupt – making sure unfunded pension liabilities owed to workers, 
and employees’ severance pay, are the top priority for repayment. We’ll stop companies 
from paying out dividends and bonuses when pensions are under-funded, and we’ll 
create a mandatory, industry-financed pension insurance program to make sure that no 
worker is deprived of the retirement benefits they’ve earned. 
 
The federal government has a critical role to play in protecting defined benefit pensions 
across the country. The Liberals’ openness to target benefit plans in the public sector, 
which don’t guarantee stable benefits for retirees, puts defined benefits at risk for all 
Canadians – and we will immediately put a stop to this chipping away of retirement 
security. We are committed to strengthening public pensions and improving retirement 
security for all Canadians. 
 
We are pleased to have had this opportunity to share our policies with you. 
 
All the best, 
 
 
Canada’s NDP 


